MAPPING OUR STATE’S FUTURE
REDISTRICTING IN COLORADO

Colorado Independent Redistricting Commission

HISTORY OF REDISTRICTING IN COLORADO
CONGRESSIONAL

LEGISLATIVE

 Previously, the state legislature was

 In 1974, the Colorado

responsible for congressional
redistricting
 Legal challenges often resulted in state

courts drawing the maps
 In 2018, Colorado voters approved

Amendment Y
 Amendment Y transferred

congressional redistricting from the
state legislature to a newly created
Independent Congressional
Redistricting Commission
https://redistricting.colorado.gov

Reapportionment Commission was
created, which was responsible for
legislative redistricting
 The Colorado Reapportionment

Commission consisted of 11 politically
appointed members
 In 2018, Colorado voters approved

Amendment Z
 Amendment Z replaced the Colorado

Reapportionment Commission with the
Independent Legislative Redistricting
Commission
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WHO DOES REDISTRICTING IN COLORADO?
 Colorado is one of the first states ever to have

Independent Redistricting Commissions
 Colorado has 2 redistricting commissions:
 Colorado Independent Congressional Redistricting Commission
 Colorado Independent Legislative Redistricting Commission

 Each commission has 12 members:

4 Democrats, 4 Republicans, and 4 Unaffiliated Voters
 Non-partisan legislative staff works with both Commissions.
https://redistricting.colorado.gov
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HIERARCHY OF REQUIRED REDISTRICTING CRITERIA
 Population difference is

+/- ONE person for
Congressional, within a 5%
margin for Legislative.

Hierarchy
of Criteria

 Districts Must Not:

Equal
Population

Comply with
VRA (1965)

Contiguous



Protect incumbents,
declared candidates, or
any political party; or

Preserve
Whole COIs

Preserve
Whole Political
Subdivisions

Keep Districts
Compact



Deny or abridge the right
of any citizen to vote on
account of that person's
race or membership in a
language minority group,
including diluting the
impact of that racial or
language minority group's
electoral influence

Maintain Competitive Districts
(To the extent possible)
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THE VOICES OF COLORADO
The redistricting process and maps were created because the
people of Colorado participated and educated the
commissioners and staff on their communities. This year:
Commissioners and staff attended over 40 public hearings
around the state, in person and virtually
• 854 people spoke at joint public hearings
• For the second round of hearings, 181 spoke to the
Congressional commission and 84 spoke to the Legislative
commission
• 6,010 written comments and over 300 maps were submitted
on the website.
•

https://redistricting.colorado.gov
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT MAPS
NEW CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT 8

Current (Drawn in 2011)

Final Approved Plan (2021)
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STATE SENATE DISTRICT MAPS

Current (Drawn in 2011)

Final Approved Plan (2021)
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STATE HOUSE DISTRICT MAPS

Current (Drawn in 2011)

Final Approved Plan (2021)
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WHAT’S NEXT
Oct. 1: Final
congressional plan is
sent to Colorado
Supreme Court.
Oct. 12: Oral
arguments were
heard at the
Supreme Court

Oct 15: Final state
house and state
senate plans are
sent to the Colorado
Supreme Court.
Oct. 25: Oral
arguments were
heard at the
Supreme Court

Nov. 1: Deadline for
Colorado Supreme
Court to issue
opinion on final
congressional plan.

Nov. 15: Deadline
for Colorado
Supreme Court to
issue opinion on final
state house and
state senate plans.

If the Supreme Court determines that one or more of the plans constitutes an abuse of
discretion in applying or failing to apply the required criteria, the Court can return the
plan to the commission with the Court's reasons for disapproval. If the Court returns the
plan, the commission will have 12 days to hold a commission hearing that includes
public testimony and to return an adopted plan that resolves the Court's reasons for
disapproval.
If the Colorado Supreme Court returns the congressional plan, it will have until Dec. 15
to approve the revised plan and if it returns the state house or senate plans, it will have
until Dec. 29 to approve the revised plan(s).
https://redistricting.colorado.gov
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QUESTIONS?
Thank you for your interest in the redistricting process.
Follow along with the rest of the process on our website
and Twitter:
Redistricting.Colorado.gov
@CoRedistricting

https://redistricting.colorado.gov
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